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N o. Sch/DS RC E P (A1 206) t 02t 2025-26 21 January,2025

ICCR, New Delhi
lndian Missions abroad (as per Annexure 'A')
AS (LAc) / AS (AMS) / JS (EW) / JS (ERS) / JS(GE) / JS (Gulf) / JS (South) /
JS (Oceania) / JS (BM) / JS (EA) / JS (WANA), MEA New Delhi

From:
To:
Rpt:

HoM from Deputy Director General (Culture)

Subject:-Announcement of 129 ICCR Scholarships slots (without airfare) under Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan Cultural Exchange Scholarship Scheme (A1206) (formerly
known as Cultural Exchange Programme / Education Exchange Programe) for
the academic year 2025-26.

ICCR is pleased to announce 129 scholarships slots under Cultural Exchange
Programme / Education Exchange Programe (/-1206) at lndian Universities / lnstitutes for
the academic year 2025-26. Slots for each country is fixed as at Annexure 'A'

2. The applications from interested international students for academic year 2025-26
will be invited online through ICCR's A2A Scholarship Portal
https://a2ascholarships.iccr.qov.in, which will be operational from 20th February 2025. Once
the student has obtained admission on A2A portal and the MissioniPost has decided to
award scholarship to that particular student, he/she (student) may be advised to register on
Sll portal for obtaining Unique lD and further process including obtaining visa and registration
with FRRO (VISA and FRRO reqistration are to be procqsqed on Sll portal). Also a
'Timeline for the admission process' has been set which is given below for reference
Missions are requested to adhere to the timeline:-

20-February-2025 Opening of Portal for lnviting Applications from lnterested
Candidates.

30-April-2025 Last date of application to be submitted by students.

31-l'Aay-2025
Last date of Universities to inform the decision (if confirmed,
intimation to Missions; if rejected, intimation to students).

1 5-June-2025
Last date for allocating scholarship and generating Offer Letters by
lndian Mission abroad.

22 June-2025 Last date of acceptance by students

01-July-2025

Based on the number of acceptances in the first round (if
acceptances are less than the scholarship seats allocated) lndian
Mission to offer scholarship to other students who were not
considered in the first round.

1j-Julv-2025 Second-round students to convey their acceptances.
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3. As you may be aware, ICCR has rationalized the list of Universities / lnstitutes for

icholarship ind now there are 131 Universities/lnstitutes on board with ICCR for the A Y

2024-25. The list of Universities/ lnstitutes will be reflected in application Portal when

opened.

4. Highlights of admission process and admission flow chart are placed at A!-@Ig

5. Mission is requested to kindly ensure the phvsical apc mqntal .well.ness of
scholars before recommending them for awarding of scholarships. This has become

ii-"""""ty Jr" to increasing nirmber of cases of severe home sickness/ psychiatric/

other health issues amongsi the incoming foreign students. Such students had to be

return to their home country, which is neither good in finaPcial aspects nor for the

gl;Orrifl of both the ICCR and the concerned country. Hence, Mission may take some

frecautionary measures such as briefing/ counseling of the students, before their final

selection/ departure to lndia.

'B' and Annexure 'C' respectively

For any further clarification/query in this regard, Smt. Hemlata Bansal6
oisdl.rccr ntc.ln

What App No.98681

, Programme
Landline No.
29165.

Officer, Scholarshi p Division may be contacted on e-mail
+91-11-23379199 (Direct) I 23379309110114 (Extn.: 1 137) /

Warm regards,

(Anju Ranjan)



Annexure'A'

lndian Council for Gultural Relations.
Azad B n. lP New Delhi- 1 10 002

(Scholarship Section)

Details ol12g slots under Dr. S. Radhakrishna! Cultural Exchand?Scholarship
ffi cultural Exchanae Prooram.me / Education Exchancre

prooramer for the academic vear 2025-26 WithOUt aiffafe

sl.
No.

Name of Country SIots Remarks

1 Australia 2 UG/PG/PhD
2 Belarus 2 UG/PG/PhD
3 Brazil 2 UG/PG/PhD

4 Bulgaria 6
1 for UG / PG; 5 for One Year Certificate course
in Hindi

5 Canada 2 UG/PG/PhD
6 Chile 2 UG/PG/PhD

7
People's Republic of
China

25 One Year Certificate course in Hindi

8 Cyprus 2 PG / PhD

I France 2 UG/PG/PhD
10 Guyana 2 UG/PG/PhD
11 lndonesia 2 UG/PG/PhD
12 lsrael 5 PG

13 Lao PDR 2 Buddhist Studies

14 Malaysia 2 UGiPG/PhD
15 Mongolia 10 UG/PG/PhD
16 Myanmar 6 UG/PGiPhD
17 Norway 2 UG/PG/PhD
18 Romania 5 2 for UG; 3 for PG

19 Russia 2 UG/PG/PhD
20 Spain 5 PhD

21 Suriname 4 PG / PhD

22 Syria 5 UG/PG/PhD
23 Thailand 4 UG/PG/PhD
24 Uzbekistan 5 UG/PG/PhD
25 Yemen 23 UG/PG/PhD

TOTAL 129



Annexure'B',

lndian Council for Cultural Relati ons,

Azad Bhavan .tP Estate, New De thi - 1't0 002

s olars Se

mission process for the Academic Year 2025 -26 under Dr. S.Hiqhliqhts of ad
hn Cultu s 1 c

dha
on an Pro e -1 Srots thou irta

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

7)

6) As far as Possible, nis uested kindl ard s olarsh ton e
IVIiS

and avoid peat scholarshi

onlV Universities / lnstitutes having excellent academic reputation, requisite facilities

;"ii";i'i;;"is;.tro"nt. dedicateld office of tsA to address the issues of foreisn

.irJ"ni" ir".,lov having sizeable number of foreign students are empanelled. The list

;i;t't"-*, f"; #panel ent is decided by ICCR, and may be amended from time to

time if required.

Applicantshavetheoptiontoapplyto5Universities/institutesintheorderoftheir
;ii;;;;"; ot 

"troy. 
The admission, as far as possible' shall be given as per

aoolicant's oreference. However, there may be a scenario when students do not get

,lilirri"" ll their preferred Universities / institutes due to limited number of seats on

;ff; students should therefore be prepared to receive admission from any of their

irJ pr"6i"ni"". Missions mav consult ICCR .HQ in certain cases where some

prrtiiriri u"ir"r"itffi and the next preference will

have to be exercised.

SincelastAY2o23-24,a500-wordessayinEnglishhasbeenintroducedto

"..!,t"i" 
English proficiency. Besides, students can also submit their TOFEL /

reiis 
"rc. 

Standardised Test scores, if available. lccR is also requesting

universities / institutes to conduct interview of the applicants online, if so required'

in"i" *iff be no separate English test by Missions, as was earlier'

R;6;J 
"rnoiori"" 

will 6e intimated by Universities. we have requested

Universities to inform students if their application is rejected'

lccR has introduced disbursement of all scholarship payment to students through

pf ftld *".t. February, 2021. This is as per GOI guidelines on direct payment to

beneficiaries.

BeforeissuingoffertettertoanyStudent,Missions-areadvisedtoensurethatStudent
ootrrr in" issociation of lndian Universities (AlU) equivalence also (if required)

inii *ouru be stipulated by the concerned University / lnstitute in their Provisional

dontrnl"tion letter for the applicant (uploaded on portal). ln case Alu equivalence

i.- r."qrir"O the student mry 'pply for 
- 
the same at the

ii"r rrtt-r,lyi**lration. aiu.ac. in/student/login and bgal the fees incurred on obtaining

the certificate at own expense (non-reimibursable) For any further q9t-allsl/ 9'"19:'
ild;;; may contact ntu ,t1iotttza2300s9 / 23231097 t 23232305 Extn 210'

zii,- isi, E_mait id: studentinfo@aiu.ac.in, ds-international@aiu. ac. in,

evaluation@aiu.ac. in



8. The guidelines of all schemes are available on the Portal and it may be used for

iu""rin"ti.ig-";;ngst the interested candidates' The official should also scrutinize all the

on-ri* ,ori"iion" aid forward the same with his/her signature. All Missions may like to use

if," ""frJ"Jip 
.-utochure recently brought out by lcCR for publicity of lcCR scholarships

i"*irrui" i" e-book section of lciR web:ite and Portal, was also emailed to all Missions)'

iiitl.i. 
"1"v 

,,ih to reacr, out to local Ministry of Education, 
-Universities 

/ schools /

oiorin"nt 
"du""tional 

institutions and make presentations on ICCR scholarships; hold

ioadshows, etc. to popularise the scholarship schemes

9. While publicizing the scheme, interested students may be advised to visit respective

linir"rrit, i in"iiiute ireositu regularly courses offered' eligrbility crderia and general

inior.rrtil,n 
"Uout 

tn" Universrty / institute before applying for admission- The students

"f,orfO "n.ui" 
tf,"t tf,ey are eligi:ble for the course and meet the eligibility criteria and should

"rlrii 
,.f"rrnt documentation as required by the Universihes' in addition to the basic

""rtlii""i"t 
,""ti"*d in the application form They would be also advised to refer to the

l-.lniversity's Handbook / University Grants Commission's website etc

'10- lt may be noted that for BE / B. Tech courses, Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics

r'pctrtt "r" 
'compulsorv in 1 1 and 12 Grades and it is a mandatory requirement for

;;j;..;,; 
"ou|.!"". 

ilrrrr..n""ts for each i.e., level 10 and 1o+2 equivalent level of school

;;;;-;-rd;rd;J alongwith the transcripts in Englist The -apolicetion will not be

i" E-,..ti.h lt mav also be noted that in-comptete application can be summarily rejected by

t:nr"r'ti"" btua;nts should be advrsed to thoroughly check their applications and attach

requisite documents before submission of the application'

1'1. Mission must ensure that the applicant's age for availing scholarship is as under:-

For Undergraduate / Postgraduate courses - between'18 to 40 Years and (18 years as on

date 01.07.2025)
For PhD Programmes - 50 Years Maximum.

12-TheadmissionsinMedicaUParamedical(NUrsing/Physiotherapy/anaesthesiaetc-)
i i""nion / f"* courses / integrated courses such as BALLB (5 Years) / B Sc & M Sc (5

Years) etc. are not admissible.

l3.Pleasenotethatforsciencecourses,theexpenditureonlaboratorychemicalsand
other related incidental charges will be borne by the scholars themselves-

14. lt is also important to ensure that a scholarship is awarded only-after the l,/lission is

"rii"ti"o 
tn"t student intends to studv in lndia: has no serious health issues: has not

suirittea inco.ptute / fraudulent docurnentation or any other such parameters' which may

negate our objeciive of promoting goodwill through scholarships'

15. lt is compulsory for all ICCR scholarship students to procure lvedical lnsurance policy

,ith ainirum sum assured for lndian Rupees Five Lakhs per annum' Mission is requested

io-intli, 
"ppfi"rnt" 

that when they travel to India, they must have medical insurance

;;ft; ";ih;;;*n either before iravel or immediately after reaching lndia whichever is

conveni-ent,studentscanpurchasemedicalinsurancefromanyoftheinsurancecompanies

"i tn"ii "noi"" 
Howevei to facilitate students, Portal has two insurance companies for

;;;;;;i ir;;;" uiisions snoutd also make appropriate changes in their website / social

,"Ji" nlnir"" so that students who woutd be applying for tccR sclolarship for upcoming

;;;;;;; y;;; ;* 
"rare 

of the change in medical insurance policv' lccR has uploaded the

revised norms on its Portal.



16. lt would also be appreciated if the students are briefed properly about the provisions

of ICCR and MEA's scholarship schemes. lt is also essential that the applicant is given an

updated briefing regarding lndia, including the living conditions at their destination /
University (if possible). lt may also be mentioned that ICCR may amend some provisions of
scholarships from time to time and it is incumbent on students to accept the revised norms.

17. To automate the entire manual work process of ICCR's scholarship division, ICCR

has launched an application, 'Gvan Setu- connectinq Culture throuqh Knowledqe' on 6
February 2023. Since the inception of Gyan Setu app, all the scholarship dues to the
Universities/lnstitutes as well as to the Students, are being released through this app only.
The features of Gyan Setu applicable to l\Iissions and Students are elaborated below:

(A) Role of Missions after Admissions/Before Arrival of Students in lndia:

To login to Gyan-Setu web application, using their respective login
credentials provided by ICCR HQ in order to submit the details of selected
applicants who have accepted an offer. The application requirements include
the list of students who have chosen a course, been assigned to a University
and College (if any) with the University Offer Letter, [t/ission's Scholarship
sanctioned letter and ICCR authorization letter and, indicating a date of
Joining (tentative).

Aftet checking the tentative dates of g9!ilngnggln9il3l-99!l!& final
travel itinerary of the student and the relevant details including a copy of Air
Ticket are required to be uploaded in the scholarship web application at least
2 weeks before arrival in lndia , to facilitate Universities/lnstitutes to make
necessary arrangements to receive the students. Moreover, the travel would
onlv be initiated by the student once the Universitv has acceoted those
detar,7s, however the said details will also be visible to the respective ZOIS-
ZOIRPO in the web application.

(B) Role of Scholars/ students - t Arrival of Studen in lndia:

Students are directed to report their arrival on the Gyan-Setu web application
on an immediate basis.
Students are required to coordinate with their respective Universities/institutes
regarding updation of their details such as joining report on the app.
Submrssion & Verification of Documents/Confirmation of Admission-To
submit the original documents and verify the details mentioned in the Portal
during the admission process with their original documents including Passport,
previous degree certificates, country's unique identification number, in order to
confirm the admission of students and get the Hostel Accommodation-as

I

11.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

soon as the admissio n is confirmed PLEASE NOTE- The details entered in the
Portal, if in case, does not match with the original documents, the admission of
the said student be termed as CANCELLED

18. Missions are required to brief the departing students that in order to get their
scholarship dues, they should ensure the submission of the following details q..Qygn
Setu App within l5 davs of their arrival in lndia. else payment of their scholarship dues
might get delayed.

i. Passport No
ii. Joining Report (including joining date and duration of the Course)



iii. Bank Account No.
iv. e-FRRO registration no.

19. By way of a suggestion, Mission may proactively promote ICCR scholarship schemes

to attrJ 16 best ;;d brightest applicants and also nominate greater students for

Postgraduate and Higher Courses.

20. ln order to ensure security of the foreign students, ICCR advises students to stay in

the campus hostel, if availabie. However, students are allowed to stay in private

accommodation if the concerned institute does not insist on staying in their hostel'

21- Undertaking from the student that the course and the University as conveyed is

acceptable and thal he / she will not request for change at the time of admissions

22. Undertaking from the student that they have read the terms -and 
conditions /

Guidelines of ICCR schoiarship as specified in the Scholarship Manual 2024-25 (The one

t;me undertaking will be applicable even when scholarship manual is updated (as per para 36

like provisions), available on Portal.

23. Detailed guidelines on the process of applying for ICCR Scholarships are available on

the Portal.
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